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2018 is likely to be a significant year in Scottish screen education. The Screen Unit is being set up within Creative Scotland and
will have a significant education remit. New and revised SQA qualifications are available: a Level 6 National Progression Award
(NPA) in Film and Media; Creative and Digital Media Foundation Apprenticeship (FA); revisions of National 5 and Higher Media.
There is also the prospect of a Professional Development Award (PDA) for film and media educators. Consequently, screen
education is the theme of the 2018 AMES conference.
Leading media educationist Cary Bazalgette will deliver the keynote address on the role of emotion in young people’s film
viewing. After teaching in London schools, Cary worked at the British Film Institute from 1979 to 2007, including 8 years (19992006) as Head of Education. During this time she helped develop the Key Aspects approach to media education. Her passions
are to develop good practice in media education and to advocate its importance as an entitlement for all. In 2009, Cary carried
out research for Scottish Screen on the impacts of moving image education. She was awarded the Jessie McCanse award in
2010 in recognition of her contribution to media literacy. In 2018, she completed her PhD at UCL Institute of Education on
how children begin to learn about moving-image media.
In addition to this we have the usual rich mixture of informative, analytical seminars and practical workshops for all sectors of
education. Join us on 2 June and help make Scotland a nation of moviemakars!

AMES gratefully acknowledges the support of Scottish Film Education and Into Film.

PROGRAMME
(Codes: P: Primary education, S: Secondary education, F: Further/higher education)
0945-1015

Registration and coffee

1015-1025
1025-1110
1110-1120

Introduction: Mary Birch, Convener of AMES
Keynote: Screen Education - the Prequel: How Toddlers Learn to Understand Movies: Cary Bazalgette
Film Education Action Plan: Scott Donaldson, Creative Scotland

1120-1130

Comfort break

1130-1230
A1: National 5 Media: Matthew Smith, SQA (SF)
		A2: Teaching Wadjda: Roy Stafford (PS)
		A3: Mise-en-scène: David Griffith (SF)
		A4: Teaching Sitcom - Gary Tank Commander: Rick Instrell (SF)
		A5: YouTube and Beyond - a Young Scottish Filmmaker’s Journey: Eilidh Gow (SF)
		A6: Storymaker - the Gruffalo edition: Into Film presenter(s) tba (PS)
1230-1315

Lunch

1315-1430
B1: Higher Media After Units – an Overview of the Changes: Kirsty Mackinnon, SQA (SF)
		B2: Film Education Action Plan: Scott Donaldson, Creative Scotland (PSF)
		B3: Complex Narrative Structure in Feature Films: David Griffith (SF)		
		B4: Teaching Musicals - La La Land: Des Murphy (SF)
		B5: Film Editing 1 (double session): Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF)
		B6: Stop Motion Animation 1 (double session): Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF)
1430-1445

Refreshments

1445-1600
C1: An Introduction to the NPA in Film and Media: Matthew Smith, SQA (SF)
		C2: Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative Media: Presenters tba (SF)
		C3: Analysing Film Comedy: David Griffith (SF)
		C4: Teaching Science Fiction - Blade Runner 2049: Rick Instrell (SF)
		C5: Film Editing 2 (double session): Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF)
		C6: Stop Motion Animation 2 (double session): Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF)
1610-1630

AMES AGM

FEES (which include cost of lunch and light refreshments) are detailed on the back page.

SEMINAR/WORKSHOP OUTLINES

Codes: P: primary; S: secondary; F: further and adult education
Sessions A: 1130-1230
A1: National 5 Media - Matthew Smith, SQA (SF): The workshop will focus on the new elements of the National 5 exam and assignment,
and provide a forum for teachers to discuss and share good practice and any lessons learned from the first year of the revised course.
A2: Teaching Wadjda - Roy Stafford, film studies lecturer and writer (PSF): This workshop will suggest ideas for applying the Key Aspects
in a study of a feature film suitable for students of all ages, but especially for younger secondary students. Wadjda (Saudi Arabia-Germany
2012) is a popular film, the first written and directed by a woman in Saudi Arabia. It tells the story of a 10 year-old girl whose energy and
resourcefulness are at odds with a highly conservative society in which ‘good girls’ don’t ride bicycles! 2018 promises to see women driving
cars and cinemas being built in Saudi Arabia for the first time. Wadjda’s story helps us understand what this means.
A3: Mise-en-scène - David Griffith, filmmaker and screen educator (SF): The way setting, props, costume, hair and make-up, lighting and
acting are combined within the roving frame, packs layers of meaning into any screen narrative and is central to the director’s art. In this
session on mise-en-scène, David Griffith provides a number of simple approaches to help teachers and students explore the artistry behind
this oft-misunderstood term.
A4: Teaching Sitcom - Gary Tank Commander: Rick Instrell, AMES (SF): A Key Aspects analysis of the cult Scottish sitcom. It will examine
textual aspects such as genre mixing, narrative, film language, performance and representation as well as the institutional, audience and
social contexts. May the forces be with you! Unfortunately nae cheesy pasta! Suitable for National 4/5 Media and National 4/5 English.
A5: YouTube and Beyond - a Young Scottish Filmmaker’s Journey: Eilidh Gow, filmmaker (SF): Eilidh Gow, an award-winning freelance
filmmaker, will be showcasing and discussing her work, her involvement in the industry and sharing her advice for video productions.
A6: Storymaker - the Gruffalo edition: Into Film presenter(s) tba (P): This session explores how to use the Into Film iPad app Storymaker:
The Gruffalo Edition in the classroom. Suitable for educators of children aged 5-11, we will use the popular animated film The Gruffalo and
the 3Cs and 3Ss to develop pupils’ literacy skills, such as decoding, inference and creative writing. We will then use introductory-level editing
skills to create and select our own new dialogue and narrative, sound effects and soundtracks to accompany scenes taken from The Gruffalo.
Sessions B: 1315-1430
B1: Higher Media After Units: – an Overview of the Changes - Kirsty Mackinnon, SQA (SF): The workshop will provide an overview
of the new elements of Higher Media exam papers and assignment, and will provide a forum for teachers to discuss the changes. The
workshop is intended for teachers and lecturers who currently deliver, or intend to introduce, the Higher Media course.
B2: Film Education Action Plan - Scott Donaldson, Creative Scotland (PSF): An overview of the role of film education in Scottish schools,
colleges and beyond. Where does it fit in the curriculum? What are the roles of schools, colleges, universities and film access organisations?
How complementary and collaborative can they be? Are there progression pathways? What qualifications would best support film
education (SQA N/H/AH, NC, NPA, FA, HNC, PDA)?
B3: Complex Narrative Structure in Feature Films - David Griffith, filmmaker and screen educator (SF): An introduction to the different
types of complex narrative structure we see in contemporary film and TV and the different varieties of suspense and thematic messages that
these structures impart.
B4: Teaching Musicals - La La Land - Des Murphy, AMES (SF): La La Land is an original (ie non-adapted) musical, a return to the classic
Hollywood musical of the Golden Age (late 1940s — late1960s) but is also influenced by the French musical films of Jacques Demy, with
multiple hommages to both traditions. This session will look at the extent to which the film follows and departs from the traditional codes
and conventions of the genre but will also consider the backlash the film has experienced in terms of its representations of jazz (another
major musical influence on the film) and of LA, a very racially diverse city.
B5: Film Editing (1 of 2) - Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF): This session will examine the theory, practice and film language associated with
editing. The session enables students to explore key features associated with a variety of editing techniques through practical exercises.
Participants will receive a free copy of the PowerPoint presentation used in the session, and Film Language Prompt Cards for use in class.
B6: Stop Motion Animation (1 of 2) - Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF): Watch, analyse and create animations. Explore narrative, planning
and design through claymation, silhouette, paper cut and pixellation animation. Learn how stop-frame animations can be made in the
classroom using a range of technology such as digital cameras, iPads and smart phones, and edited using a variety of programmes. The
session will also examine the ways in which animation can be used as a framework for a range of curricular needs, encouraging active
learning and help raise attainment for a range of assessment objectives.
Sessions C: 1445-1600
C1: An Introduction to the NPA in Film and Media - Matthew Smith, SQA (SF): This workshop will provide an introduction to the new
SCQF Level 6 National Progression Award in Film and Media, giving an overview of the qualification and exploring some possible strategies
for delivery. The workshop is intended for teachers and lecturers in schools and colleges who may be interested in introducing the NPA in
their centre.
C2: Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative Media - presenter(s) tba (SF): A number of schools are investigating offering S5/6 students
Foundation Apprencticeships in various subejct areas. This session will focus on the FA in Creative and Digital Media at SCQF level 6
(equivalent to Higher) and hear from those currently offering the qualification.
C3: Analysing Film Comedy - David Griffith, filmmaker and screen educator (SF): Comedy may be hard, but the analysis of comic
narrative doesn’t have to be. In this session David Griffith offers some simple classroom techniques for analyzing all types of screen comedy,
and in-so-doing reveals the likely contents of Aristotle’s lost book of Poetics.
C4: Teaching Science Fiction - Blade Runner 2049 - Rick Instrell, AMES (SF): A Key Aspects analysis of the sequel to the 1982 cult classic.
This will examine textual aspects such as genre, narrative, film language and representation as well as the institutional, audience and social
contexts. Suitable for Higher Media and Higher English.
C5: Film Editing (2 of 2) - Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF): As B5
C6: Stop Motion Animation (2 of 2) - Into Film presenter(s) tba (PSF): As B6.

CONTRIBUTORS
Cary Bazalgette worked at the British Film Institute from 1979 to 2007, having been a teacher of English and filmmaking in London secondary schools. She wrote and edited a number of classroom resources for media education
and published and spoke widely on this topic in the UK and around the world. As Head of BFI Education from
1999-2006 she led the development of new approaches to teaching and learning about moving-image media for
the 3-14 age group. She recently completed at PhD at UCL Institute of Education, based on research into preschool children’s encounters with moving-image media. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cary_Bazalgette
Mary Birch is convenor of AMES. Now based in Edinburgh, Mary was formerly a teacher of English and Media
Studies at Harlaw Academy in Aberdeen. She has been a member of the AMES Committee for a number of years
and makes regular contributions to the Media Education Journal.
Scott Donaldson is Head of Film Education at Creative Scotland. Scott studied literature, film, education and
environmental management. He taught photography and media in London colleges and Scottish universities,
photographed for Scottish Natural Heritage and programmed cinema and education at Macrobert. From 1997 - 2010
at Scottish Screen, he promoted film and moving image education in statutory and tertiary education. Since 2010
at Creative Scotland, he managed the Creative Futures talent development programme and continues to promote
film education.
Eilidh Gow Eilidh is an award-winning freelance filmmaker/videographer and CAA licensed drone pilot. She was
also a panellist at Summer in the City, the UK’s largest online video festival. She recently released Stum (TongueTied) on Valentine’s Day, an exquisite LGBT film set and filmed in Stavanger, Norway. Another film of note is short
film Contrast which received the award for “Most Innovative Use of ESFC Theme” as part of the Edinburgh International Film Festival Shorts Challenge in 2015. Her documentary short The Bear Necessity premiered at XpoNorth
and has won both Best Film and Best Documentary at the Scottish Youth Film Festival 2017. Clients include BBC
The Social, Global Radio (inc. Capital Xtra, Heart FM, Pop Buzz and We The Unicorns), previous funders include Creative Scotland as part via FIND Scotland. As a graduate of the New York Film Academy Digital Editing course, one of
her specialisms is editing. Other freelance work includes corporate videography, charity videography for organisations such as the Breakaway Foundation, wedding videography, music videos and short films.
https://www.eilidhgow.com/ https://www.youtube.com/user/ThatArtyGirl
David Griffith is a film and documentary screenwriter, producer and director. Productions include the BAFTA-nominated Bye-Child and the Emmy Award Winning documentary Why the Towers Fell. Feature screenwriting credits
include Hard Core Logo (1996), Hard Core Logo II (2010), Tartan-noir thriller TimeLock (dir. David Griffith 2013) and
Fifty Kisses (2014). David currently teaches screenwriting and directing at the SAE Institute and works as a Lead
Practitioner for both Into Film and Scottish Film Education. He is also the project manager for the online teaching
resources scotlandonscreen.org.uk and languagesonscreen.org.uk.
Rick Instrell is a founder member of AMES and has co-written Computing and Media Studies courses and units for
SQA. He now acts a freelance educational consultant and CPD provider and is a regular contributor to MEJ. Website: deep-learning.co.uk.
Kirsty Mackinnon is the Curricular Leader of the English and Media Faculty at Liberton HS where she has taught
Media for the past 11 years. She is the SQA Principal Assessor for Higher Media.
Des Murphy was Principal Teacher of English and Media at Bridge of Don Academy in Aberdeen and Curriculum
Support Teacher for Media for Aberdeen City. He is now a freelance CPD provider and is editor of The Media Education Journal. Email: desmurphy47@gmail.com; Website: desmurphy.co.uk.
Matthew Smith has taught Media at Penicuik HS for the last 15 years, and is an experienced SQA marker at all
levels of the subject. He is currently seconded to the SQA for two days a week as Subject Implementation Manager
for Media.
Roy Stafford is a freelance film studies lecturer and writer. He is currently a provider of adult film education events
and Chair of Examiners for WJEC’s GCSE Film Studies. He has written widely on film and media education and
co-authored five editions of The Media Student’s Book with Gill Branston. His most recent book is The Global Film
Book (Routledge, 2014). Roy blogs on cinema at itpworld.wordpress.com.

GETTING TO ST LEONARD’S HALL
Pollock Halls of Residence, 18 Holyrood Park Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5AY
St Leonard’s Hall is at Pollock Halls, between the Royal Commonwealth Pool and Holyrood Park (Arthur’s Seat) and
is 1.5 miles from Edinburgh Waverley station.
Bus service from railway stations (10 min): Lothian Buses 14, 30 or 33 from North Bridge. Alight at Royal Commonwealth Pool and walk along Holyrood Park Road. Enter Pollock Halls on the right. Alternatively, alight at Haymarket station and take Lothian Bus 2 to Royal Commonwealth Pool.
On foot from Waverley station (20 min): Come out of the station by the south exit and turn left into Market
Street. Take first road right, Jeffrey Street. Follow the bend and walk straight on for 1 mile up St Mary’s Street and
the Pleasance. Turn left at the Royal Commonwealth Pool along Holyrood Park Road to Pollock Halls on the right.
By Car from Edinburgh by-pass: Exit for Edinburgh at the Sherriffhall Roundabout on A720. Follow the A7 (Old
Dalketh Road and Dalkeith Road) for around 4.5 miles past Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and turn right at the Royal
Commonwealth Pool along Holyrood Park Road. Enter Pollock Halls of Residence on the right and go through the
security barrier. There is free car parking for delegates.
Overnight accommodation
There is on-site hotel accommodation. If guests book via https://www.book.accom.ed.ac.uk and enter the following code in the promotional code box, a 15% discount will be applied:
Pollock Halls - use code ENJOY; all other properties - use code EVENT.

Association for Media Education in Scotland
#MovieMakars: Saturday 2 June 2018

Registration Form (please send this form even if submitting official order)
PERSONAL DETAILS
Name:
Organisation:
Address:
Work phone: 							
Home phone:							Mobile:
Email:
Please indicate any dietary or access requirements:
WORKSHOP CHOICES
Please enter codes for one A, one B and one C workshop (if selecting B5 or B6 leave Box C empty):

A		

B

C

CONFERENCE FEE (Tick one)
Institutional membership allows all staff in the institution to benefit from the reduced member’s fee for
the conference. If joining please enclose membership form if possible (downloadable from AMES website
ames.scot). Concession rate available for students attending a relevant training course, the unwaged
and the retired. The discounts for those joining as new members do not apply to renewals. Individual
membership is only available to those paying personally.
Non-member (£60)
Individual/institutional/retired member, student and concession fee (£10)
Joining AMES as new individual member + conference (£55)
Joining AMES as new institutional member + conference (£70) + £10 per each additional delegate
Renewing institutional membership + conference (£50) plus £10 per each additonal delegate

PAYMENT METHOD (Tick one)
Cheque in post to address below (payable to AMES Conference Account)
Via institutional official order to address below (individual orders not accepted)
On receipt of invoice from AMES (invoices will not be sent to individuals)
Electronically (Royal Bank of Scotland, Inverness Chief Office sort code 83 23 10, a/c no: 00657010) Please use your name as reference.
Cheques (payable to AMES) or official orders should be sent to:
Robert Preece, AMES Treasurer, 10 Heatherley Crescent, Inverness, IV2 4AW
Telephone: 01463 236916
E-mail: rpreece@onetel.com 		
Web: ames.scot
Please try to submit applications no later than Monday 28 May. We will however do our best to process last minute applications.

PLEASE PASS ON TO COLLEAGUES

